Separatist Says He's Not Paid to Cooperate With Authorities 
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OKLAHOMA CITY - The leader of a white-separatist community in eastern 
Oklahoma denied Wednesday that he is a paid informant for federal authorities, 
but he conceded that he cooperates with agents despite his association with anti- 
government figures. 


"If they ask me for help on an investigation, I do my civic duty," said the Rev. 
Robert Millar, leader of Elohim City, a remote community near Muldrow. 


Earlier this week at a hearing in the federal case against Carol Howe, a former 
informant inside Elohim City, FBI agent Pete Rickel said Mr. Millar has been an 
occasional source for the agency. The question asked by Clark Brewster, Ms. 
Howe's attorney, was posed in a series of queries about informants. 


But Mr. Millar told The Associated Press on Wednesday that he answered 
questions for the FBI perhaps two or three times in two or three years. He also 
said he had cooperated with the Drug Enforcement Agency and local authorities. 


"I'm not a paid informant, I've never received pay and I'm not an informant in the 
formal sense," Mr. Millar said in a telephone interview from Elohim City. 


One interview with the authorities came during the investigation of admitted 
bank robber Kevin McCarthy, a Philadelphia native who once lived at Elohim 


City. 


"I knew the young man and I unknowingly, unwittingly gave the FBI wrong 
information," Mr. Millar said. "I told them, `I can't imagine him being involved 
in a bank robbery. ' That was my sincere, honest opinion, and I was totally wrong. 
"Mr. McCarthy pleaded guilty Feb. 21 to robbing a Missouri bank and helping 
plan five other robberies. His testimony helped convict two other men in a string 
of bank robberies in the Midwest. 


Another conversation with agents came in the investigation of Willie Ray 
Lampley, who was later convicted in a plot to bomb civil rights centers and 
abortion clinics. 


Mr. Lampley was sentenced July 10, 1996, to 111/2 years imprisonment for his 
conviction on conspiracy and firearms charges and solicitation to commit a crime 
of violence. 


"I think Lampley was coerced by a government informant into buying bomb 
equipment,” Mr. Millar said. 


Ms. Howe, a former informant for the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms, is charged with willfully making a bomb threat, possessing a 
nonregistered destructive device and conspiracy in connection with a recorded 
answering-machine statement. It said that 15 U.S. cities would be bombed 
beginning Dec. 15, 1996, unless action was taken by "white warriors" by that date. 
Her trial is set for July 21. 


She gained national notoriety for statements made to federal agents after the 
April 19, 1995, Oklahoma City bombing. She said she had overheard white 
supremacist Dennis Mahon and German national Andreas Strassmeir discuss 
bombing federal buildings. Both men have ties to Elohim City. Both have denied 
any involvement in the bombing. 


Timothy McVeigh, who is awaiting execution for the Oklahoma City bombing, 
reportedly tried to reach Mr. Strassmeir at Elohim City just days before the blast. 


Although Ms. Howe has said that she told the ATF about the conversations before 
the bombing, the judge in Mr. McVeigh's trial suppressed her testimony as 
irrelevant after reviewing documents in the case. 


Mr. Millar said he was aware that Ms. Howe might be an informant when she 
arrived at Elohim City with Mr. Mahon in late 1994. But he said he never heard 
any discussions of bombing plots. 


"I never heard such a thing. I don't consider Carol Howe a credible informant on 
any subject," Mr. Millar said. 


Mr. Millar's cooperation with federal authorities is somewhat at odds with his 
association with violent figures in the far right. 


Among the residents of Elohim City is James Ellison, founder of The Covenant, 
The Sword and The Arm of the Lord, an Arkansas white-supremacist group. Mr. 
Ellison is married to Mr. Millar's granddaughter. 


In a plea bargain, Mr. Ellison testified during the 1988 sedition trial of 14 white 
supremacists that he traveled with Richard Wayne Snell to check out the 
Oklahoma City federal building as a possible bombing target. The trial concerned 
alleged plots to overthrow the federal government and kill a federal judge and an 
FBI agent. 


Mr. Snell was executed in Arkansas the day of the bombing for the 1983 murder 
of a Texarkana pawnbroker whom Mr. Snell thought was Jewish. Mr. Millar 
drove Mr. Snell's body back to Elohim City after the execution and buried him 
somewhere near the colony. 


